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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Thursday,  December  9,  1937 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:  "NEWS  EOR  FOOD  SHOPPERS.  "  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Consumers' 
Counsel,  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 
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More  news  for  the  food-shopper  today  —  news  of  probable  supplies  and 
prices  of  seasonal  foods  during  this  last  month  of  the  year. 

If  you  live  on  a  careful  budget,  you  will  be  cheered  at  the  news  that 
meat  and  eggs  and  citrus  fruits  will  all  probably  go  down  in  price  this  month. 
But  sweetpotatoes ,  o±:ions,  apples,  cabbage  and  potatoes  will  be  going  up. 
However,  potatoes  and  apples  aren't  likely  to  go  up  as  much  as  usual  at  this 
time  of  year  because  of  the  very  large  supplies  on  hand.     As  for  the  price  of 
butter,   that  will  probably  go  up  and  down.    During  early  December  butter  prices 
are  expected  to  rise  and  then  the  usual  downward  movement  will  get  under  way. 
And  poultry,  which  usually  becomes  cheaper  during  December  —  poultry  prices 
are  likely  to  stay  "as  is"  or  even  go  up  slightly. 

Oranges,  tangerines,  lemons,  and  grapefruit  —  all  the  citrus  fruits 
are  coming  to  market  in  larger  quantities  this  month.     December,  you  know,  is 
the  month  when  tangerines  go  down  to  rock  bottom  in  price.     Orange  prices  don't 
hit  their  low  point  until  January,  and  grapefruit  and  lemon  prices  not  until 
'  February.     The  predictions  are  that  we  are  to  have  more  winter  and  spring 
oranges  this  year  than  last  but  fewer  tangerines  and  grapefruit.     But  that 
prediction  needn't  cause  you  any  worry  for  fear  you'll  go  shy  of  tangerines 
and  grapefruit.    You  see,  last  year  we  had  a  record  crop  of  tangerines  and  a 
bumper  crop  of  grapefruit.     The  crops  this  year  are  a  sixth  smaller  but  they 
are  still  above  average.     Then,  the  crop  of  winter  and  spring  varieties  of 
oranges  —  our  chief  supply  until  May  —  is  the  largest  on  record  and  above 
last  year's  crop.     This  group  includes  California  Navels  and  all  varieties 
of  Florida  oranges. 

Now  for  a  few  tips  to  grapefruit  buyers.     You  can  buy  grapefruit  with 
or  without  seeds.    The  variety  without  goes  by  the  name  of  "Marsh  seedless. " 
You  can  also  buy  grapefruit  with  pink  flesh  which  differs  from  other  grapefruit 
chiefly  in  color.    To  judge  grapefruit  for  quality,  notice  its  firmness,  weight, 
and  shape  as  well  as  the  thickness  of  the  skin.     Good-quality  fruit  is  firm  yet 
springy  to  the  touch.     It  is  well-shaped,   thin-skinned  and  heavy  for  its  size. 
When  you  are  picking  out  your  own  fruit  at  the  market,   try  its  weight  with  your 
hand.     Weight  shows  how  much  juice  the  fruit  contains  and  also  whether  it  is 
pithy  and  dry.    Heavy  fruit  is  juicy;  light-weight  fruit  is  likely  to  be  pithy. 
Puffy,   spongy  or  coarse- skinned  fruit  has  less  juice.     Blemishes  on  the  surface 
of  the  fruit  don't  affect  its  eating  quality,  but  look  out  for  a  soft,  dis- 
colored area  at  the  stem  end.     That  indicates  decay.     And  decay,   even  in  one 


R-HC 


-  2  - 


12/9/37 


small  spot,  will  affect  the  flavor  of  the  whole  fruit.     Color  is  no  guide  to 
ripeness  in  grapefruit.     The  sugar-content  of  the  juice  is  what  indicates 
ripeness  or  maturity. 

Now  about  vegetables.  Fall  and  winter  vegetables  prices  are  likely 
to  be  slightly  higher  during  the  coming  season  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 
About  3  percent  less  ground  is  planted  to  those  crops.  And  then,  a  freeze 
in  Texas  during  late  November  damaged  many  crops  that  would  be  coming  from 
there.  This  year  there  will  probably  be  less  winter  tomatoes,  snap  beans, 
spinach  and  cauliflower  than  a  year  ago  but  more  carrots,  celery,  green  peppe 
and  cucumbers. 

The  tomatoes  that  you  buy  on  the  market  from  December  through  February 
come  mostly  from  Cuba  and  Mexico.     Then,  from  late  February  to  May,  they  come 
mostly  from  Florida.     Tomato  prices  are  usually  highest  during  the  winter 
months  and  then  go  down  until  they  reach  their  low  point  in  the  summer  and 
fall  when  local  tomatoes  are  on  the  market.     This  winter  Cuba  will  probably 
export  fewer  tomatoes  than  last  winter. 

Butter  production  seems  to  be  close  to  its  low  point  for  the  year  so 
you  can  expect  more  butter  to  be  coming  to  the  market  during  this  month. 
Storage  supplies  of  butter  have  been  considerably  smaller  than  a  year  ago, 
and  the  production  of  butter  has  also  been  lower.     For  these  two  reasons, 
prices  have  gone  higher  than  at  any  time  since  1930*     The  big  increases  in 
price  have  been  in  butter  that  scores  92  or  93*     While  prices  during  the  rest 
of  1937  probably  will  remain  above  193^i  they  will  most  likely  average  the 
same  in  the  coming  months  as  they  did  during  the  first  half  of  1937* 

Now  some  news  of  meat.     Choice  and  prime  cattle  are  still  limited  in 
supply.     The  bulk  of  slaughter  still  is  short-fed  cattle  —  those  fed  on  corn 
only  60  to  120  days.     These  cattle  generally  get  the  grade  of  "good".  After 
the  turn  of  the  year,  better  grade  or  long-fed  cattle  will  go  to  market  in 
greater  numbers.    And  the  price  of  beef  —  that  is,  choice  or  prime  beef, 
will  probably  go  down  more  than  usual  during  the  first  half  of  193^. 

As  for  pork,  most  of  the  autumn  decline  in  hog  prices  appears  to  have 
ccurred  already,  so  further  declines  during  the  winter  months  probably  will 
e  small.     But  prices  of  cured  products  probably  will  continue  going  down, 
u  see,  cured  products  don't  show  changes  in  hog  prices  until  several  months 
ve  gone  by. 

That  concludes  the  marketing  news  for  the  food-shopper  which  has  come 
om  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  U.   S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
re  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration 
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